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Appeal from the Fukushima Collaborative Clinic
Full text of the Speech of Sachihiko FUSE, director of the Fukushima Collaborative Clinic, at the International Workers’
Solidarity Rally in Chiba City, on November 4, 2017
The video of the speech with English subtitle and some pictures: https://youtu.be/66LMFJ3U2pw
I would like to thank all those who have gathered here at the November 4th International
Workers' Solidarity Rally. My name is Sachihiko Fuse, and I am the hospital director at the
Fukushima Collaborative Clinic. I provide clinical care in Fukushima prefecture, the
location of the calamitous Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster, which started on March 11th,
2011.
The Fukushima nuclear power plant experienced full meltdowns at three reactors. It is the
worst nuclear catastrophe in history exceeding Chernobyl and Three Mile accidents.
Abolish nuclear power plants immediately!-this is the duty for Japanese working class, and
at the same time the common struggle of all workers in the whole world.
I would like to introduce our clinic and explain the factors leading up to its establishment.
After the nuclear disaster, the central government, the Fukushima prefectural government and authoritarian medical
industry have been leading a denialist campaign: “there is no need to be concerned about radiation”. Under such pressure,
residents of the area were concerned about the negative health effects deriving from nuclear contamination, and were
refused care at medical facilities all around the prefecture with the reasoning, “there is no need to be concerned about
radiation”. Almost no medical facility was available for medical consultation about health problem from radioactive
contamination.
That was when residents of Fukushima who were concerned about nuclear contamination-related health issues, as well as
volunteer doctors from around the country began to solicit donations nationally and from around the world to establish a
medical institution that operated with the understanding that internal and low levels of radiation exposure were dangerous.
We received assistance not only in Japan, but also from Korea, Germany, America and the wider world and were able to
open our clinic on December 1st, 2012. In that sense, this clinic is a crystallization of international solidarity by workers
globally. I would like to first thank the workers of the world for their support.
Our clinic provides care under the principles of “refuge, recuperation and care”.
Fukushima is a radioactively contaminated area and its residents should evacuate. That's why the first principle is “refuge”.
However, there are a lot of people who can't evacuate from Fukushima. For those people, recuperating in an area without
the effects of radiation can reduce the health risks from radiation. That's why the second principle is “recuperation”.
Even now, many residents of the prefecture live in radioactively contaminated zones. Our clinic provides care to protect the
health of those who have no choice but to live here. That's why the third principle is “care”.
Next, I will discuss problems that are affecting Fukushima.
The biggest problem is the outbreak of childhood thyroid cancer.
Currently, even in official prefecture figures, 194 people are confirmed or suspected of having contracted thyroid cancer,
and 154 have been verified to have it via surgery. The UNSCEAR (United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of
Atomic Radiation), Fukushima prefecture and the Japanese government have stated, “it would be unlikely that these cases
are due to the effects of radiation.” However, the incidence of childhood thyroid cancer is usually 1 to 2 people in 1 million.
In Fukushima prefecture, we have an incidence of 1 in 3,000 people. One can only conclude that these are the same effects
of radiation the world saw after the Chernobyl nuclear accident. On top of it, the Japanese government has openly started to
reduce and dismantle the health survey of childhood thyroid cancer. This is the international cover-up of radiation damage.
We can never allow such a crime.
The second problem is the state's policy of forced radioactive exposure and the abandonment of residents under the pretense
of reconstruction.
The state has been returning residents to areas around Fukushima Daiichi, where an accident could again occur at any
moment, highly contaminated regions that have an annual radiation measurement of up to 20 mSv (milli-sievert). They
have cut the housing reimbursement allowance as of March of this year for those who have fled outside the prefecture.
TEPCO (Toden) will also eliminate psychological compensation allowances for residents in shelter as of March. They are
trying to drive these residents into economic distress, force them to return to their land and expose them to radiation. These
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are the abandonment policies of the state under the name of “reconstruction” and “return”. Fukushima Collaborative Clinic
is fighting together with residents who are struggling not to return.
It's not just childhood thyroid cancer; other negative health effects are occurring, and there are full of problems like:
radioactive water being pumped out into the sea, nuclear plant workers and other disaster-relief workers being forced into
radioactive exposure, and the state attempting to indefinitely preserve radioactively contaminated materials in earthwork
“intermediary storage facilities”.
Next, I will report on our 5 years of activity after our establishment as a clinic.
First is our provision of ultrasonic examination for thyroid cancer. Due to the outbreak of thyroid cancer owing to radiation
exposure, we have provided these examinations for 3,000 children and adults.
Second is our activity to protect the health of residents that have evacuated. We have provided health consultations for
residents living in temporary housing who have evacuated to these facilities in the wake of the tsunami and subsequent
radiation contamination.
Third is our activity to protect the health of plant and decontamination workers. Plant workers are working even now to
clean up after the nuclear plant disaster. There are also many workers performing radiation decontamination within the
prefecture. Their work necessarily exposes them to radiation, but without their efforts, the livelihoods of the people of
Fukushima could not be secured. Protecting their health is also an important part of our work at the clinic.
Fourth is our lecturing activity around the country. These lectures are important activity to abolish all nuclear plants and
prevent a second Fukushima disaster.
We have also been working in solidarity with doctors fighting against nuclear power around the world since the outbreak of
the nuclear catastrophe. Since 2015, we have had participating by anti-nuclear doctors from Korea, and messages of
solidarity from the German branch of IPPNW (International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War). We were
invited and I participated in a Korean anti-nuclear international symposium held in the South Korean National Assembly
building on January 18th of this year.
Fifth is our support for evacuees both in and outside of Fukushima prefecture. Not only in the prefecture, but also nationally
we have been supporting refugees by collecting signatures against the policy of forced exposure to radiation and the return
of residents. We have collected over 40,000 at this point. This petition work is a sign of rebellion from Fukushima.
Why does the state insist that there was no accident at Fukushima?
The Abe administration has paved the way for War Laws, the Secret Protection Act and Conspiracy Laws. The nation's rage
also continues to explode at the many payoff scandals. Faced with such political crisis, Shinzo Abe called a snap Lower
House election to destroy the war renouncing current constitution and change Japan into a military state capable of waging
war.
War in the modern era is nuclear war. To have nuclear weapons you need nuclear plants-nuclear technology. That's why the
state is on the offense with “there was no accident at Fukushima”.
The Fukushima Collaborative Clinic is raising its voice and reporting on health problems arising from radiation exposure,
and demanding answers on how many decades, how many hundreds of years it will take to clean up from this accident, as
well as placing the responsibility where it lies: the state, and TEPCO.
This clinic alone cannot unseat the Abe administration. We need worker unions like the Korean Confederation of Trade
Unions here in Japan. The November 5th worker rally is the starting point for an authentic revival of fighting labor unions
amid the collapse of the Rengo federation.
Let's learn from the Korean people's uprising, which defeated Park Geun-hye and create a labor union that fights with the
Fukushima rebellion (Shut down all nuclear plants now!).
Let's stop the Tokyo Olympics and defeat Abe who will alter the constitution and bring war to Korea.
Let's abolish war and nuclear power from the earth with the power of workers internationally. Let's build a world for us
workers with the power of the international solidarity of militant unions.
News & Documents

Fukushima evacuees face ‘forced’ return as subsidies withdrawn
Guardian, March 10, 2017
By Justin McCurry in Fukushima
Thousands of people who fled the meltdown at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant six years ago will soon lose their
housing subsidies, forcing some to consider returning despite lingering concerns over radiation in their former neighbourhoods.
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The measure, condemned by campaigners as a violation of the evacuees’ right to live in a safe environment, will affect an
estimated 27,000 people who were not living inside the mandatory evacuation zone imposed after Fukushima became the scene of
the worst nuclear accident in Japanese history.
read more

US Sailors Face Grim Diagnoses After Fukushima Mission
Courthouse News Service
BIANCA BRUNO ,November 29, 2017John Laforge
(CN) - To serve in the U.S. Armed Forces, you must meet certain health and fitness requirements: you must be fit to serve. But a
healthy group of young service men and women ? many in their 20s ? have come down with serious health problems since
serving on a humanitarian mission to Fukushima, Japan, following the 2011 earthquake and tsunami that led to a nuclear
meltdown of the Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TepCo) nuclear power plant.
Service members have faced cancer, brain tumors, birth defects, and other rare health problems since being exposed to radiation
from the Fukushima plant. Some have even died. read more

Nuclear Power Bums, Bailouts and Bankruptcy
By John Laforge
Counterpunch, April 14, 2017
You have to hand it to the nuclear industry for socializing costs and privatizing profits. Last year, lobbyists for operators of dirty,
deadbeat old reactors won massive public subsidies — bailouts — in New York and Illinois that will keep decrepit, retirement-age
reactors from shutting down. read more (Concering Toshiba, Japan’s bankrupt nuclear plant producer,see also CNN’s report:
“Toshiba: Too big to fail”)

Two Niigata nuclear reactors run by Tepco clear new safety
standards, a first for the company since the Fukushima crisis
Kyodo, Dec 27, 2017
Two Tepco reactors were cleared for restarts by the government’s nuclear watchdog on Wednesday, becoming the first run by the
operator of the crippled Fukushima power plant to formally pass stricter safety standards imposed after the 2011 crisis .
The Nuclear Regulation Authority on Wednesday endorsed safety measures for the Nos. 6 and 7 reactors at Tokyo Electric Power
Company Holdings Inc.’s Kashiwazaki-Kariwa power station in Niigata Prefecture. The move was announced at a meeting that
was open to the public, with some members of the audience shouting their disapproval.
read more

Japan’s government has ordered its helicopter carrier Izumo-class
carriers to be converted into ships capable of launching fighter jets
By Taryn Tarrant-Cornish
Dec 28, 2017
The 248-metre long carrier would be the first Japanese vessels capable of launching warplanes since the Second World War,
marking a continuation in Japan’s recent militarisation.
Following its defeat at the end of the Second World War Japan signed a deal promising not to build any offensive
weapons and to convert its military into a defensive force.
Now Japan’s navy, known as the Maritime Self Defence Force, has drawn warnings from China after appearing to be
moving away from the peace agreement.
read more

PM Abe says San Fran acceptance of ‘comfort women’ statue
‘deeply regrettable’
November 22, 2017 (Mainichi Japan)
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe told the House of Representatives on Nov. 21 that the government urged the mayor of San
Francisco not to accept the donation of a "comfort women" statue. read more
(Regarding Japanese government’s denialism, looming war on the Korean Peninsula and revision of the
Constitution, please refer also Doro-Chiba’s statement on “Japan-ROK Agreement on Comfort Women”)
You can find the archive of Doro-Chiba Quake Report here: http://dorochibanewsletter.wordpress.com/
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